see God in human form; but still they rushed to see Him, as they wanted
to feast their eyes on Him and avail themselves of the golden opportunity
to see God come down in human form. Some of the great sages even
begged to be born again in the Dwapara Yuga when Lord Vishnu
would incarnate again as Krishna. They were reborn as the Gopas and
Gopis of Brindavan and were able to adore the Lord to their hearts's
content, filled with that greatest love of all - Madhura Bhakthi.
That answers your question, young man, I hope. Any more
questions?
A tall man wearing a grey checked shirt got up. "Swamiji, since
childhood I have had an aversion to temples because of the noise, the
bustle and confusion. Why should one go to temples?" Is it not enough
if one prays quietly at home?"
Swamiji - Friend, I am indeed glad that you have asked me this
particular question. In fact, you have put to me the very question that is
being asked by thousands of modern men and women. It is a great
misapprehension to think that it is unnecessary to go to the temples for
worship. Look, all temples, at least the old ones, have been built according
to correct shastraic procedures and the idols or deities have' been
installed after the necessary rites, to the chanting of appropriate Vedic
hymns. This by itself is enough to invest the idol with a lot of power.
Then too, there are all the vibrations created by the millions of devotees.
Observe the temple at Tirupathi, for instance. Or the Madurai Meenakshi
temple. Can't you feel the vibrations suspended tangibly in the air?
These vibrations are all powerful. Can you get such vibrations in your
own shrine room, young man? Certainly not. Not unless you are a
devotee of exceptional calibre. In which case, you need visit no temple
or holy place. You are yourself a walking temple of God.
Young man, you complain about the noise and the bustle in a temple.
Now, if you were to go into a Rajah's durbar hall, would you find pin
drop silence there? Of course not. As the king enters, there will be the
usual fanfare of trumpets heralding his arrival; purohits will be chanting
vedic hymns at one corner of the durbar hall, while in another corner,
court bards will be singing verses in praise of the king and court poets
will be reciting poems extolling the King's virtues. All this produces a
great deal of noise, does it not? Similarly, the temple is the durbar hall
of God and as such, there will be the blaring of trumpets and Shehnai
chanting and singing. Now can you possibly object to all this, young
man? No? Oh, and one more point. There are three kinds of worship
you could do in a temple -
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